
© Scott Warren

Lake Erie 4R Nutrient Stewardship 
Certification: Water Quality Markets

The Nature Conservancy
www.nature.org/wleb



Lake Erie Algae Bloom Crisis Is 
Putting Pressure On Ohio, Farm 
States To Tackle Agricultural 
Pollution Problems



Western Lake Erie Basin





Cumulative Impacts



Systems Approach
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Building Relationships can 
Scale Conservation



4R Nutrient Stewardship Advisory Committee





In House Audit – Every 3 Years



Year 1
Onsite Audit

Year 2
Onsite Audit in the 

first certification 
cycle, possible 

Desk Audit in later 
certification cycles

Year 3
Desk Audit for 

NSPs that have 
performed well  in 
previous years.

$600 Annual Registration Fee
+

C ( $ / )





Continual Review of the Standard



riple Bottom Line 5-year Evaluation



Field → Watershed → Lake



How can this be Marketed?
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www.4Rcertified.org
www.nature.org/wleb
www.nature.org/algae


